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Chapter 1 – Introduction 



2 Menai Suspension Bridge - The First 200 Years 

 
 

Figure 1 – Ogilby Map 1675: Strip map showing the route from Penmaenmawr (bottom 
left), across Lavan Sands and the Menai Strait to Beaumaris, and on to Holyhead (top 
right). (Image courtesy of Warren Kovach) 
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Developing the Design 



Chapter 3 – Construction: The Masonry, etc 23 

 

 

Figure 13 – Elevation of the Anglesey end of the bridge after design changes to chains 
and higher arches on the approach. (Provis, Plate 5) 

 

Figure 14 – Section through the Main Pier, Pyramid, half of one of the Stone Arches and 
of the Ironwork connected therewith on the Carnarvonshire side. Upper part only. (Pro-
vis, Plate 6) 
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Figure 59 – View of the Suspension Bridge erected over the Menai Strait in North Wales 
– Looking towards Beaumaris. (Provis, Plate 15) 



Chapter 6 – The Early Years 81 

 

The Institution of Civil Engineers 

 

Figure 60 – View of the Suspension Bridge erected over the Menai Strait in North Wales 
– Looking towards Plas Newydd and Carnarvon. (Provis, Plate 16) 
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Figure 121 – Showing chain after lowering to deck. (RE) 

 

Figure 122 – Main span, view from Caernarfon tower, outer chains removed, deck sup-
ported by temporary cables, central chains still in place. (DC Owen) 
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Figure 123 – Showing progress on the dismantling of the Bridgemaster's house. (RE) 

 

Figure 124 – View of intermediate saddles 
removed from Bridgemaster's House. (RE) 


